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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1,11, and 19 have been amended. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 

in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, Potkonjak (US Patent No. 7,017,43). 

4. 35 U.S C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1,11, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1,11, and 19 are not limited 

to tangible embodiments. In view of Applicant's disclosure, specification page 7, lines 

5-17, page 13, lines 2-5 and page 11, lines .13-21. With regards to claim 1, the code 

module and the machine readable medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, 

instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments (i.e. disk or memory 

storage device) and intangible embodiments (i.e., software program per se). A computer 

program is merely a set of instructions capable of being executed by a computer, the 

computer program itself is not a process. Computer programs do not define any 

structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and other 

claimed elements of a computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be 

realized. When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer- 

readable or machine-readable medium, in a computer, on a data structure, or on an 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



Application/Control Number: 10/039,595 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2137 

electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not statutory. As such, claims 1,11, and 19 are not 

limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 

6. A computer program per se and a machine-readable medium stored on a data 

structure do not fall within one of the four statutory categories of the invention, (i.e., 

process, machine, compositions of matter, and manufacture). 

7. Furthermore, the claims lack the necessary physical articles or objects to 

constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning of § 101. They are clearly not 

a series of steps or acts to be a process nor are they a combination of chemical 

compounds to be a composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory 

category. They are, at best, functional descriptive material perse. . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Davis et al. (US Patent No. 6,401,208) in view of Potkonjak (US Patent No. 7,017,43). 

Referring to the rejection of claims 1 and 11, Davis et al. teaches and discloses a 

technique for verifying if the BIOS code has been illicitly modified, by using a pre- 

programming cryptographic device. The cryptographic device contains BIOS code, a 

BIOS certificate and a BIOS signature. The BIOS signature is decrypted with the 

certificate key. BIOS signature is retrieved from the BIOS cryptographic device by 



Application/Control Number: 10/039,595 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2137 

decrypting the BIOS certificate using a root certification key, retrieving a public key from 

the BIOS signature and using the public key to recover a pre-loaded digest. (See Davis 

et al., Column 5, lines 4-67, Column 6, lines 1-13) 

However, Davis et al. does not teach decrypting the signature using a key 

embedded in a chipset of the computing device. 

Potkonjak teaches and discloses a cryptographic technique for identification or a 

signature or message embedded within a integrated circuit, wherein after selecting the 

encoding scheme for the signature data, the encoded signature data is enciphered and 

then embedded. This provides at least two advantages. First, it strengthens the proof of 

authorship by allowing only the holder of the secret key to decipher the signature data. 

Next, it makes the signature data look like a random bitstream so that the detection of 

the signature data by unauthorized users using any statistical analysis becomes more 

difficult. (See Potkonjak, Column 16, lines 65-67, Column 17, lines 1-20) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to combine Davis et al.'s method for authenticating BIOS 

code with Potkonjak's integrated circuit identification system. Motivation for such an 

implementation would enable an identifier to be detected by observing the relationship 

between input data and output data of a device, such as an integrated circuit. The 

encrypted identifier located in intellectual property, such as in an integrated circuit, may 

be decrypted using a key, wherein the key identifies an authorized recipient (See 

Potkonjak, Column 2, lines 17-27) 
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Referring to the rejection of claims 2 and 12, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein the signature further attests to the authenticity of the data 

(See Davis et al., Column 2, lines 64-66) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 3, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses the 

claimed limitation wherein the signature comprises a digest value computed from the 

code and the data (See Davis et al., Column 2,lines 56-61) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 4,13, and 20, (Davis et al. as modified) 

discloses the claimed limitation wherein after recovering a pre-loaded digest, the BIOS 

code undergoes a one-way hash (SHA -1 hash) function to produce a resultant digest. If 

there is a match, the BIOS code becomes authenticated. (See Davis et al., Column 5, 

lines 66-67, Column 6, lines 1-19) The one-way hash derives from the Digital Signature 

Standard, which converts the information of a variable-length into information of a fixed 

length (i.e., digest) (See Davis et al., Column 2, lines 46-64) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 5, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses the 

claimed limitation wherein the signature comprises a hash of the code and the data 

(See Davis et al., Column 2, lines 53-67, Column 6, line 1) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 6 and 14, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein identifying when execution of BIOS code should be 

prevented or accessible by authenticating BIOS code using a cryptographic device as a 

means for computing. (See Davis et al., Column 5, lines 9-32) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 7 and 15, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein once the BIOS code has been authenticated, the 
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cryptographic device generates a predetermined signal (marker) of code, in order to 

begin and end execution. Once the instructions have been fetched to the vector, the 

BIOS code becomes authenticated. (See Davis et al., Column 6, lines 20-30) As defined 

in the Applicant's Specification, on page 13, lines 9-12, a marker comprising a 

predefined bit pattern that signals the end of the code pages and data pages. Therefore, 

the predetermined signal is equivalent to the marker of code. 

Referring to the rejection of claims 8 and 16, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein the cryptographic engine which performs encryption and 

decryption as DES-based or RSA based (i.e., encryption algorithms). The chipset 

contains code modules such as BIOS code for performing cryptographic functions within 

the IC devices (See Davis et al., Column 3, lines 31-40, Column 4, lines 21-40) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 9 and 17, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein a field that specifies an execution point of a post-code 

module from which the computing device initiates execution of the post-code module 

after executing the code module (See Davis et al., Column 5, lines 4-31) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 10 and 18, (Davis et aL as modified) discloses 

the claimed limitation wherein the code comprises a terminate instruction that specifies 

an execution point of a post code module and that in response to being executed results 

in the computing device terminating execution of the code module and initiating 

execution of the post-code module from the execution point (See Davis et al., Column 5, 

lines 32-67, Column 6, lines 1-13) 
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Referring to the rejection of claim 19, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses a 

machine readable medium comprising: data pages comprising data, code pages 

comprising code to be executed by a computing device and a value that fingerprints the 

data pages and the code pages (See Davis et al., Column 5, lines 66-67, Column 6, 

lines 1-13) 

However, Davis et al. does not teach decrypting the value using an asymmetric 

key embedded in a hardware component of the computing device. 

Potkonjak teaches and discloses a cryptographic technique for identification or a 

signature or message embedded within a integrated circuit, wherein after selecting the 

encoding scheme for the signature data, the encoded signature data is enciphered and 

then embedded. This provides at least two advantages. First, it strengthens the proof of 

authorship by allowing only the holder of the secret key to decipher the signature data. 

Next, it makes the signature data look like a random bitstream so that the detection of 

the signature data by unauthorized users using any statistical analysis becomes more 

difficult. (See Potkonjak, Column 16, lines 65-67, Column 17, lines 1-20) 

Potkonjak teaches and discloses decrypting the value using an asymmetric key 

(public key/private key) embedded in the circuit design of the computing device (See 

Column 2, lines 12-27) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to combine Davis et al.'s method for authenticating BIOS 

code with Potkonjak's integrated circuit identification system. Motivation for such an 

implementation would enable an identifier to be detected by observing the relationship 
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between input data and output data of a device, such as an integrated circuit. The 

encrypted identifier located in intellectual property, such as in an integrated circuit, may 

be decrypted using a key, wherein the key identifies an authorized recipient (See 

Potkonjak, Column 2, lines 17-27) 

Regarding claim 20, (Davis et al. as modified) discloses the claimed limitation 

wherein the value is encrypted via the RSA encryption algorithm and an asymmetric key 

paired with the asymmetric key of the hardware component and the value comprises a 

SHA-1 hash of the data pages and the code pages (See Davis et al., Column 4, lines 

29-40) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Courtney D. Fields whose telephone number is 571- 

272-3871. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs. 6:00 - 4:00 pm; off 

every Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

February 1, 2007 

EMMANUEL L. MOISE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 


